
SOLUTIONS
Puzzle 1 
YOU’RE STUCK, LICHEN IT OR NOT!  
Solution number: 5
 

Puzzle 2 
CAVE FISH CONUNDRUM
The fish you’re looking for carries a prime 
number. It has stripes, not spots and a 
particularly cool haircut.
Solution number: 3

Puzzle 3 
SINKHOLE SHUFFLE
The birds’ wings are clock times - 
15:00/15:30/16:00 and 16:30 so the next 
in the sequence would be 17:00. 
Solution number: 1

Puzzle 4 
THE BASCOM LATTICE
Solution number: 7

Puzzle 5 
BUMBLEBEE BATTY
There are 9 bumble bee bats.
Solution number: 9

5 3 1 7 9THE EXIT CODE IS:

Welcome to Xiaozhai Tiankeng, the deepest 
sinkhole known to humankind. On balance, it was 
probably a mistake to abseil to the bottom of the 

world’s deepest sinkhole without telling anyone at 
base camp where you were going (especially when 
there are stairs!). Sure, you’re one of the world’s top 
geologists, but you’re NOT a professional climber. 

That landing was more than a bit dodgy, your ankle 
is possibly broken and that clouded leopard over 
there thinks you’re lunch! Can you find the launch 
code to unlock the emergency jetpack and get out 

of here before Leonora gobbles you up? 

1  YOu’re StucK, lIcheN it or NoT!
Could this be evidence of sentient plant life? As luck would 

have it, the first clue mysteriously appears as a series of 

symbols in bioluminescent moss on the cave wall.  Can you 

solve the puzzle to reveal the first number of the launch 

code? 

2  CavE fiSh cOnunDrUm
One of these alien-looking ghost fish has the second 

number you need, but which one is it?

CluEs:  ·The fish you’re looking for carries a prime 

number. ·It has stripes, not spots and a particularly cool 

haircut.20
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3  SinKholE shUfflE
The birds down here (you have 

cleverly identified them as Cabot’s 

tragopan) seem to have evolved 

their own strange mating ritual, 

so you’d better draw their dance 

for your colleagues in the zoology 

unit. Hang on, though, they’re 

going too fast. 
The next move in the sequence will give you 
the third number.

4 The BasCom LattIcE 
Who’s this then? It must be Professor Bascom, the last silly geologist who visited this place alone. And what’s 

that clamped in her bony hand? An incomplete crossword. Perhaps it contains the fourth number?

DowN
1 A hard, sedimentary rock. Sounds citrus-y (9)

2 A large chamber (6)

3 Beneath the surface (11) 

7 A community of flora and fauna, an ecosystem (5)

AcrOss
2 Can be used to make pots (4)

4 It’s not yours it’s… (4) 

5 Twenty-one minus fourteen (5)

6 A deep, narrow gorge with steep sides (6)

8 The opposite of south (5)

9 A small body of water (4)

10 The opposite of portrait (9)

5  BumBlebEe bAtty!
Watch out! You’ve disturbed a huge 

colony of tiny, pollinating bumblebee 

bats. Better tag them while you’re 

here. But how many can you see? 

The total just so happens to be 

the fifth and final number in the 

jetpack launch code sequence. 

Well, what’ll it be, doc? Have you 

collected all the numbers to unlock 

the emergency jetpack? Are you about 

to hot tail it out of here and back to 

base camp, like some kind of super-

brave 007 LEGEND, OR is that clouded 

leopard about to eat quadruple its 

weight in reckless professor flesh? To 

discover your fate (and the leopard’s), 

visit the AQUILA website and type in 

the launch code. Will you escape the 

Sinkhole of Doom?
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